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This terms newsletter team were:  Sophie 
Gill, Becky Cowie, Iain Atherton, Harry 
Charlton, Maisie-Anna Shevlin, Sarah 
Ward and Francesca Zealley. 
They have researched and written all of 
the items for this terms newsletter with a 
little bit of guidance from Mr H. and Mrs 
Gill.  Well done team!! 

 

Harvest Assembly 
By Sarah Ward 

The Harvest assembly took place this 
year on Thursday 18th October.  It was a 
lovely warm afternoon for their walk to 
St Helen’s Church at Ainderby Steeple.  
The students of Ainderby Steeple left 
school accompanied by staff, parents and 
grandparents walking in a snake-like 
procession hand in hand with their 
friends. 
 
They arrived at church and were met by 
many other parents and grandparents 
who came to watch and hear their 
service.  Once inside in the church the 
teachers got them settled down and sat 
them in pews. 
 
First of all the Reception and the Year 1 
sang “If I were a butterfly” followed by 
Class 2 who sung  “Turn back the clocks” 
and acted out a story called “The Man 
who gave a sacrifice”.  Finally Year 5 & 6 
sung “The Harvest Samba” and 
performed a poem. 
 
When they had finished our performance, 
Sarah Ward and Olivia Crusher presented 
a cheque to Martin House for £2199.18. 
The Martin House representative talked 
and explained to us about what Martin 
House does for children and their 
families.  Alison Wragg thanked the 
school and everyone who helped raise 
the funds.   
 

       
New Charity  
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The new school year had 
begun so it was time to have a 
new charity. It was class 3’s 
turn to choose. It was a very 
hard decision and after 
presentations on 28 different 
charities by members of the 
class, they finally decided on 
McMillan Cancer Support.  
This charity helps to provide 
support for not only the people 
with cancer but also their 
families.  Several people at 
our school have been helped 
by this charity in the past. 
The school will be trying hard 
this year to raise money for 
our new charity. 
 
Report by Harry Charlton     
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The Romania shoebox 
appeal 

    
The students of Ainderby 
Steeple School collected 
shoeboxes with gifts for 
the children in Romania. 
The gifts included hats, 
scarves, pens, notebooks 
and small toys to be given 
to children who wouldn’t 
normally get any 
Christmas presents. Most 
of our school gave one or 
more shoeboxes to the 
appeal during the week 
before the Harvest service. 
After the service, the 
shoeboxes were collected 
from school and taken to 
the New Life Baptist 
Church where they were 
added to others collected 
in the area and then taken 
to Romania. 
 
By Becky Cowie year 6 
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Mark Cromack Football Course 
 
Mark Cromark came in and ran a football 
course for years 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6. 
 
Some competitions were held and the 
winners were: 
 

1. Toby Cerrato 
2. Triona Barker 
3. Chloe Hunt 
4. Daniel Henry 
5. Reece Chambers 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There were also little football 
tournaments where everyone was split 
into different teams and played with rules 
like captains can’t score! 
 
Well done everyone and a special thank 
you to Mark! 
 

By Iain Atherton and Harry Charlton 
(both class 3). 
 
 
Huff ‘N’ Puff 
 
By Sophie Gill and Francesca Zealley 
 
The Huff ‘n’ Puff system: 
 
Every person in the school has a key 
ring with their name on it. They go to 
the Huff ‘n’ Puff shed and give their 
key ring to one of the play leaders in 
the shed. Then they will choose a piece 
of equipment to play with in the play 
zone (a third of the playground). Every 
week there is a different theme which 
the children use as a guide line for 
which piece of equipment to play with. 
 Also we have a trophy that sits on the 
assembly table and has the Huff ‘n’ 
Puffer of the week photo on. The play 
leaders choose one child from Key 
Stage 1 and 1 from Key Stage 2. As a 
reward, the children get to choose 
anything they want from the shed next 
week and also wear a badge. 
 
What people think of it: 
 
Chloe Brown says: “I like Huff ‘n’ 
Puff because it has exciting and 
interesting equipment to play with!” 
 
Francesca Zealley says: “The 
equipment is really fun and the little 
ones love it!” 
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Becky Cowie (Play leader): “I think 
the Huff ‘n’ Puff system is fun and 
exciting to play with. A high 
percentage of the school enjoys playing 
with Huff ‘n’ Puff!” 
 
Thanks to all the play leaders who give 
up their time to entertain us at break!  
 
 
Planters outside school 
By Sophie Gill 
 
The outside of school needed a 
makeover, so in groups, class 3 
cleared out the weeds from the 
planters and planted new flowers. 
It took the class most of the 
afternoon but they thoroughly 
enjoyed it. Mrs. Palmer, Mrs. 
Morgan and Mrs. Shevlin came to 
help them and provided them with 
plants. 
 The first group cleared out 
the weeds and collected them to 
put into the compost heap.  After 
that they added some new soil and 
started to plant! They each planted 
one flower and watered it then put 

it in the sunlight and went inside 
to continue lessons. 

 Then the next group went 
out and did the same. When all 
the other groups had finished 
every one went out to admire their 
work. 

Maisie-Anna said: “It was 
very good and lots of fun to do.” 
Francesca said: “It was fun to get 
dirty!” 

Mr. Hodgson said: “It has 
made the school look colourful 
and attractive”  
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Footy competition 
 
The Years 3 & 4 went to a 
football competition at the 
Northallerton Leisure Centre 
where they met with other 
small schools from the area.  
They were put into mixed 
teams with children from other 
schools. Barnaby Fairly and 
Keavey Carrick’s team won. 
The teams were called 
“Tornados, Saints, Knights, 
Crusaders, Warriors, 



   6

Mavericks, Kestrels and 
Stormers”   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By Iain Atherton  
and Harry Charlton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clifford and the 
Book Fair 
 

By Maisie-Anna Shevlin 
 
On the 6th, 7th and 8th of 
November the book fair 
came to Ainderby steeple 
school and with it came 
Clifford the big red dog! 
  
In assembly Clifford came 
and said hello and answered 
any questions anybody had. 

At the end of the assembly 
Clifford was there to say 
goodbye by giving them a 
hug.  
 
Becky said: “It was fun and 
very funny and class 1 really 
enjoyed it.” 
 
There were three nights for 
the pupils to buy a book, 
poster or stationary of their 
choice. There were books for 
all ages and lots of lovely 
posters 
for the 
children.   
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From the 5th – 11th of 
November 2007 Ainderby 
Steeple school talked about 
road safety. 

On Thursday the 8th of 
November Ray Parker from 
Northallerton Minster FM 
visited Ainderby Steeple 
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School to talk about road 
safety and gave the ‘junior 
road safety officers’ 
(JRSOs) some bike lights 
to use as prizes. Thank you 
for coming in Ray! 

 
By Iain Atherton 
and Harry Charlton   
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On Thursday 22nd November, the 
M&M theatre company came to 
perform ‘The Hunchback of Notre 
Dame’. It included well known 
songs like ‘Girlfriend’ and ‘High 
School Musical’. Everyone sang 
along! “The best performance I 
have ever seen” said Maisie-Anna 
Shevlin and Sarah Ward said “I 
thoroughly enjoyed it”. 
 
The play was about an ugly but kind 
hunchback that falls in love - but 
will his evil step brother try to ruin 
it all? 
 
The actors encouraged the children 
to sing and clap. The accents were 
very well done and funny. Sophie 

said “The acting was very 
professional and it was highly 
enjoyable”. 

 
The costumes were very realistic 
when they needed to be and the 
sound effects were funny too! 
 
We hope that they come again and 
perform another brilliant play!  
 
By Francesca Zealley  

We’re the Bethlehem 
Bandits so watch 

your step! 
 
On 12th and 13th of December, 
Key Stage 2 performed their play 
‘The Bethlehem Bandits!’ 
Everyone loved performing it and 
watching it.  
 
The play was about The 
Bethlehem Bandits who realise the 
wrong in stealing. But with cool 
camels, singing sheep and bad 
bandits’ there’s a lot of trouble 
along the way! 
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“It was fun and exiting to 
perform” said Sophie Gill and 
Mrs Gill said “I chose this play 
because we had all the 
costumes!”! 
 
The costumes were fabulous and 
the actors and actresses were 
really good. It was fun and 
enjoyable. For me the bandits 
stole the show!  
 
Maisie-Anna Shevlin said “I 
thought it was exceptionally good 
and very funny!” 
 
They can’t wait until next year to 
perform another play!! 
 
By Francesca Zealley 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Dinner at 
Ainderby Steeple 

 
On the 19th of December 
the whole school gathered 
together in the hall to 
have a Christmas dinner. 
Some of the people who 
usually have pack lunch 
had dinner too! 
 

The dinner was turkey 
with stuffing, roast 
potatoes, carrots, pea and 
gravy, followed by 
Christmas pud or ice 
cream! 
 
“It was delicious and fun 
to sit next to your friends 
too!” said Becky Cowie. 
Everyone had a great 
time!   
 
Thank you Mrs Walker 
and all of her helpers for 
a delicious meal!! 
 
 

Santa’s visit! 
On 21st 

December, Santa 
Claus came to 
school. Class by 
class the children 
went to see him 
and receive a 

present! “It was brilliant” said 
Harry Charlton and Maisie-
Anna Shevlin said “It was 
really fun for everyone.” 
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The children were very 
excited and couldn’t wait to 
see Santa!  
“I was so excited” said Annie 
Walker. 
 
By Francesca Zealley    
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have a Very 
Good Holiday 
 
 

School re-opens on 
Monday 7th January 
2008 

 


